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WHAT ARE DECENT STANDARDS? 


I note in one of the architectural magazines 
that a meeting was held this year in which a number 
of architects and builders participated. The purpose 
of the meeting was to attack waste, to save the 
standard of living while rearming. Quite a number 
of people and organizations participated in this 
meeting; the architects, the home builders, the pre- 
fabricators, researchers, producers, et al., were 
represented. I do not find that municipal govern- 
ment as such, or community planning as such, were 
represented. 

We all agree that there is a good deal of waste 
in contemporary building and that much can be done 
to eliminate that waste. When it is suggested that 
poor land is often selected as the site for a sub- 
division or housing project we can echo an "amen." 
When it is further suggested that outmoded building 
codes are still in existence in too many communities, 
we can approve of that suggestion also. There is 
much that sound community planning and much that 
mnicipal government can do to help eliminate waste. 

When it is suggested, however, that pavement 
and sidewalk widths be cut, or that sidewalks be 
eliminated, we think it is time for the municipality 
and the community planner to take a good look at 
the suggestion. It is suggested, for instance, 
that a sidewalk four feet in width is adequate, 
and that it ought to be placed adjacent to a roll 
curb. We wonder whether those persons making such 
Suggestions have ever tried to push a baby carriage 
past another baby carriage on a four foot sidewalk. 
We wonder if they realize the danger to a child 
rollerskating or operating a tricycle on a four 
foot sidewalk adjacent to the curb, particularly 
if the sidewalk is on a grade. We wonder where 
they expect children to rollerskate or ride their 
tricycles, or mothers to push baby carriages if 
there are no sidewalks on a street. What becomes 
of the sidewalk in northern climates when the snow 
plow comes down the street in the winter (or do we 
eliminate the snow plow?) and covers the sidewalk. 
Or aren't people entitled to or supposed to use 
Sidewalks in the winter? 





I've seen some of these modern economical 
developments with four foot sidewalks against the 
curb, or with sidewalk-less streets. I have seen 
children playing in the street because that is the 
only place for them to play and I have shuddered 
every time a bus or an automobile has driven up a 
street filled with small children. I have seen news- 
paper stories of children being injured simply be- 
cause there was no place for them to operate their 
tricycles or to rollerskate except in the street. 

Sure, we can save money through methods such 
as these.’ If money is the only factor to be con- 
sidered, perhaps we have the answer. I had always 
assumed that in our new and modern developments we 
wanted to build a decent form of living. Maybe it 
is more important that we have a gadget, or a number 
of gadgets, inside the house. The house will sell 
easier. 

We would like to offer a reminder that we are 
concerned with savings not only in the original 
cost, but in the upkeep. We would like to offer 
a reminder that subdivisions and communities should 
be designed not only to get the cheapest possible 
construction cost at the outset, but so as to mini- 
mize operating and maintenance costs during the 
years tofollow. Sometimes this involves a little 
higher cost at the outset. It sometimes pays to 
add to the capital cost of an improvement in order 
to lower your maintenance cost. 

We have been for economy and we will continue 
to urge our members to eliminate waste insofar as 
possible. Sometimes you eliminate waste by being 
imaginative. What has been good in the past isn't 
necessarily that which is good for the future. We 
can save a good deal of money through the’ reorgani- 
zation of the interior street system, through the 
elimination of alleys, through better site planning, 
through proper design and utilization of streets. 

I think we ought to keep in mind, however, that 
if we are designing communities to be occupied by 
many children we ought to at least make it possible 
for them to live safely and enjoy life until they 
reach manhood. (WHB) 





1951 NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE — OCTOBER 14-17 


PITTSBURGH 


WHAT IS IN THE GENERAL WELFARE? 


In an excellent zoning decision delivered by the 
Court of Appeals of Kentucky, holding that spot zoning 
is illegal, the court enunciated some sound principles 
which we are quoting below. 

"It is significant that the general planning and 
zoning ordinance was enacted in 1947 after a compre- 
hensive survey of the conditions in Owensboro, and 
only after plans were made for the future growth and 
developmemt of the city. The original plan would be 
worthless if each individual could have it changed 
to suit his own inclinations. The imposition of 
restrictions upon the use of property by legislative 
bodies has been recognized as a valid exercise of the 
police power. It can only be justified as serving 
some real public interest. No such power exists to 
promote particular enterprises of private persons.” 

The court went on to say, “It is contended, 
however, that the proposed use of appellant's prop- 
erty will substantially contribute to the general 
welfare. In a sense every lawfully conducted enter- 
prise so contributes. A drugstore, a grocery, 4 
freight yard, a steel mill or a shoe factory, each 
and every one tend to promote the general welfare 
because they furnish goods and services upon which the 
public depends in the maintenance of its high stand- 
ard of living..." 

"The quoted phrase has become in recent years a 
sort of sacred cloak covering a multitude of laws, 
regulations, institutions and. activities which cannot 
be justified on more specific grounds. Before too 
long it may be that everything will be permitted and 
permissible in the name of 'the general welfare.’ As 
of this writing, such time has not quite arrived." 

A summry of the decision appears in the current 
issue of the ZONING DIGEST. 


Harrison Acts To 


Prevent ‘Look-Alikes’ 


Harrison Tuesday took a step 
toward banning “look - alike” 


division of the acreage by the 
board. 


héuses in ah 80-house develop- 
qwent planned on Union Avenue 
near West Street by the Century 
Savings and Loan Corporation of 
New York City. 

The move is in the form of a 
requirement that the builder sub- 
mit his plans to Building Inspector 
Anthony Sforza, who will not 
issue a permit for any house 
which ‘presents a similar appear- 
ance to any other house for which 
a permit has been issued. 

In a letter to the Planning 
Board, Mr. Sforza has recom- 
mended that the “look-alike” 
clause be expressly made a con- 
dition before approval of the sub- 


on, N.Y., 


Commenting, Supervisor Alfred 
F. Sulla Jr. pointed out, “It is 
the policy of the Town Board 
through its Planning Board and 
building inspector to use every 
law, ordinance, artifice and speci- 
fication wherever town approval 
of any subdivision is necessary to 
prevent the erection of so-called 
‘look-alike’ houses in order to 
protect . Property values im the 
Town of Harrison.” 

“The town,” he said, “already 
has prevented ‘look-alikes’ wher- 
ever property has been owned by 
the town and has been developed 
by requiring the approval of plans 
and specifications thereupon.” 


N.Y., Citizen—Observer, April 16, 1951 





Error in Numbering Pages of News Letter: 


There 





ts en error 
beginning with the 
this 


begins again with 


of pages numbered g-10 


he 


in numbering pages of the 
February Issue. 
1SSue. 


and 12. 


Vews Letter 
Correct numbering 
There 1s duplication 





ZONING DIGEST 


The April 1951 issue of the ZONING DIGEST 
includes decisions dealing with amusement parks; 
use of property at a boundary line; violation of 
a building line; vested right; extension of con- 
mercial use into a residential district; regula- 
tion of house trailers; minimum building require- 
ments; tourist homes; and truck terminals. 











ASPDA SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


The Sixth Annual Conference of the Association 
of State Planning and Development Agencies was held 
in Miami Beach, Florida, April 15-19. Attending 


were representatives from 28 states, 2 Canadian | 


provinces, Puerto Rico, 9 federal agencies, railroads, 
industrial development councils, schools and power 
companies. 

The theme of the conference was "Defense and 
Economic Development Programs in the Americas." The 
delegates heard the report of the Executive Director, 
summary reports from 5 ASPDA working committees, and 
the following speeches: "Washington Outlook for 
State Planning and Development Agencies," Leslie 
Prince, Director, Washington Office, New York State 
Department of Commerce; "Industrial Mobilization 
Plans," Oliver S. Anderson, Assistant to Executive 
Secretary, Office of Defense Mobilization; "State 
Aid to Defense Production and Procurement," Sidney 
A. Edwards, Director, Connecticut Development Con- 
mission; "Decentralization Problems and Possibili- 
ties," Ralph R. Kaul, Director of Housing, Communi- 
ty Facilities and Services, Defense Production Ad- 
ministration; "Problems of Small Business in Defense," 
Clark Gaines, Executive Director, Georgia State De- 
partment of Commerce; "Civil Defense - State Local 
Relations," Hubert R. Gallagher, Director, Field 
Administration Service, Civil Defense Administration; 
"Toward a National Water Policy," Edward N. Munns, 
chief, Division of Forest Influences, Forest Service, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture; "Development Programs 
in Ontario," Arthur E. K. Bunnell, Consultant of Com- 
munity Planning and Housing Branch, Ontario Department 
of Planning and Development; "The Caribbean Looks 
Toward an Economic Stabilization," Teodoro Moscoso, 
Jr., Administrator, Puerto Rico Economic Development 
Administration; "Impact of the Defense Program on the 
National Economy," Dr. Grover W. Ensley, Staff Direc- 
tor, Joint Committee on the Economic Report; "The 
Point Four Program," Dr. Samuel Hayes, Chief, Policy 
Staff, Technical Cooperation Administration, Depart- 
ment of State. 





STUDENTS AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER WORK 


A limited number of graduate students in city 
and regional planning will be available for work 
during the summer. If you require such assistance 
will you please advise us. 
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PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


"Regulating the Storage, Distribution and 
Use of Propane and Butane" is the topic discussed 
in the April 1951 Information Bulletin of PLAN- 
NING ADVISORY SERVICE. This bulletin analyses 
the emerging problems resulting from the in- 
creased popularity of these liquefied petroleum 
gases, and critically presents the standards 
and regulations which have been suggested or 
are in operation for the control of locational 
and hazard aspects of propane and butane instal- 
lations. 











LEGISLATION ADOPTED 


Province of Saskatchewan. The Community Pla 
ning Act of 1945 has been amended by the Legislati 





n- 
ve 


Assembly of Saskatchewan to provide for a fringe 
control. Stewart Young, Director of the Community 


Planning Branch, in a recent letter suggested th 


at 


the current thinking is that urbanized fringe develop- 
ment may better be controlled by annexation and that 


the authority for fringe control as set forth in t 
new legislation would be better reserved to preve 
sporadic development on agricultural lands. 


he 
nt 
He 


points out that the southern half of Saskatchewan, 


being the agricultural areas, are almost completely 


under local self-government of two distinct types, 


rural and urban, both having equal powers insofar 
as building construction control and property use 
are concerned. The rural type relates to farm land 
government and hamlet control; the urban is intended 


to cover non-agricultural lands. 





ASPDA ELECTS OFFICERS 


At the annual conference of ASPDA the fol- 
lowing new officers and directors were elected: 
President, William 0. Dobbins, Jr., Alabama; Vice 
Presidents, Francis A. Pitkin, Pennsylvania, and 
Wayne C. Fletcher, Arkansas; Secretary-Treasurer, 
Leslie Hill Prince, New York; Directors, James W. 
Clark, Minnesota; Donald H. Davenport, New York; 
Sidney A. Edwards, Connecticut; Edward Ellingwood, 
New Hampshire; J. T. Gawthrop, British Columbia; 
George Hubley, Kentucky; Walter E. Keyes, Florida; 
Raymond V. Long, Virginia; I. Alvin Pasarew, 
Maryland; Teodoro Moscoso, Jr., Puerto Rico; 
Harold V. Miller, Tennessee; Blaine W. Osterling, 
Indiana; and William M. Williams, Colorado. 

















CLOSE CALL IN TENNESSEE 


When the budget for the Tennessee State Plan- 
ning Commission was being considered by the Tennes- 
see Legislature, one member of the House knowing 
little about the work of the agency raised a ques- 
tion concerning the possibility of economy through 
elimination of the appropriation of the Board. 
This action was followed by a formal motion to amend 
the appropriation bill by reducing it one-half. 
Subsequently the House recessed to hear from the 
Director of TSPC. This presentation was followed 
by some eight or ten extemporaneous and voluntary 
testimonials from House members regarding the value 
of TSPC services to their respective communities. 

The original motion to amend the appropria- 
tion bill was then sent to the table by a vote of 
97 to 2. 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


Baltimore, Maryland: Redevelopment Commis- 
sion. Senior Associate Planner. $5250-$6090 per 
annum. To exercise responsible charge in the de- 
velopment of long-range plan for physical devel- 
opment of the city. Qualifications: graduation 
with an engineering, architectural, or landscape 
architectural degree. Six years' experience in 
city planning, engineering, architectural or 
landscape architectural work. Two. years in re- 
sponsible charge. Write Richard L. Steiner, Di- 
rector, Baltimore Redevelopment Commission, 407- 
A Municipal Building, Baltimore 2, Maryland. 





Baltimore, Maryland: Maryland State Plan- 
ning Commission. Planning Engineer I. Salary 
$5000-$6250. Qualifications: master's degree 
in civil engineering, architecture, or related 
fields, with specialization in municipal or re- 
gional planning, plus five years' of recent pro- 
gressively responsible experience in public works 
planning, state, municipal or county planning, 
engineering administration, or instruction; or 
bachelor's degree, plus ten years' profession- 
al engineering or planning experience, five of 
which in one or combination of above-mentioned 
fields. 

Planning Engineer II. Salary $3840-$4500. 
Qualifications: degree in civil engineering or 
city planning, plus six years' professional ex- 
perience in public works planning, state, county 
or city planning, or instruction in these fields; 
or equivalent combination of education and exper- 
ience. 

Site Planner. Salary $4500-$5625. Qualifi- 
cations: master's degree in landscape architec- 
ture, plus five years' professional experience; 
or a bachelor's degree, plus ten years' exper- 
ience in public works, architecture, landscaping 
or civil engineering. 

Write I. Alvin Pasarew, Director, Maryland 
State Planning Commission, 100 Equitable Build- 
ing, Baltimore 2, Maryland. 











Bangor, Maine: City Planning Board. City 
Planner. Position will be open about July 1, 1951. 
Salary $4,550. Will be in charge of a varied plan- 
ning program, including any revisions or additions 
to master plan before official adoption, to carry 
out a rezoning plan, and work with the city manager 
in the preparation of a capital budget, etc. Must 
have an educational background in planning or its 
related fields and some experience. Write to 
Julian H. Orr, City Manager, Bangor, Maine. 





Kalamazoo, Michigan: Draftsman for Plan- 
ning Department. Salary $3000-$3500. Qualifi- 
cations: graduation from high school and two 
years' experience in map drafting and illustra- 
tive drawing, preferably in an urban planning 
office, or courses in drafting, surveying, draw- 
ing, city planning, etc. Apply to Personnel Of- 
fice, City Hall, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 





Little Rock, Arkansas: Pl i 
Salary: $4500-$4800. Qualifications: degree 
in city planning or landscape architecture. Pre- 
ferred experience: years in responsible city 
planning position. Age limit: 21-55 years. Ad- 
iress inquiries to Little Rock Civil Service Commis- 
sion, Room 214, City Hall, Little Rock, Arkansas. 


Louisville, Kentucky: City and County Plan- 
ning and Zoning Commission. Planning Director. 
Salary $5,028 to start, with a top range of $6,024. 
Five or six years experience, with a background of 
formal planning education. The position is under 
civil service. Write to Thomas James, Director, 
Louisville and Jefferson County Planning and Zon- 
tng Commission, 902 Fiscal Court Building, Louis- 
ville 2, Kentucky. 








Pasadena, California: Planning Assistant. 
Salary $3, 74h -$5 00. Qualifications: degfee in 
city planning, landscape or architecture, business 
or public administration or engineering; at least 
gne year of technical experience in local plan- 
ning, or some equivalent combination of education 
and experience. Position is under merit systen. 
Apply before June 1, 1951. Personnel Department, 
City Hall, Pasadena, California. 


Seattle, Washington: City Planning Commis- 


sion. Junior Planner. Salary $340 a month. 
Qualifications: degree and major work in regional 


or city planning and/or allied field; two years 
experience in plamming agency or 4 graduate degree 
in city planning. Write to John D. Spaeth, Jr., 
Director of Planning, Seattle City Planning Con- 
mission, 503 County-City Building, Seattle 4, 
Washington. 


Shreveport, Louisiana: City of Shreveport. 
City Planner, Traffic Engineer. Salary $400 per 
month. Write D. F. Wiegel, Personnel Director, 
City of Shreveport, Louisiana. 





Stockton, California: Planning Assistant. 
Salary: $3700-$47106. Qualifications: college 
degree with major courses in engineering or ar- 
chitecture, with at least two years' experience 
in planning and drafting; or equivalent combina- 
tion of education and experience. Write J. Stan- 
ley Ott, Planning Director, City Hall, Stockton, 
California. 





Toledo, Ohio: Planning Director. Salary 
$6800. Qualifications: degree in city plan- 
ning, architecture, landscape architecture, or 
civil engineering. Eight years' experience in 
city or county planning; five years in supervisory 
position. Experience to include preparation of 
master plan, administration of zoning and sub- 
division control, and public relations work. 
Write Arthur B. Cline, 322 Ontario Street, Toledo 
2, Ohio. 
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BOHN OF CLEVELAND DEVELOPS WELFARE PLAN 


Ernest J. Bohn, ASPO's Vice President, who 
serves in numerous capacities in the Cleveland area 
and who spends considerable time securing new sub- 
, gcribers to PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE and the ZONING 
DIGEST for ASPO has recently headed a Cleveland 
committee which developed a master plan for health, 
welfare and recreation services in the Greater Cleve- 
land Area. The committee made recommendations for 
improved and expanded services and prepared a five 
year plan to meet the needs of 134 agencies. One 
newspaper headline said, "Bohn Favored to Lead Welfare 

| Expansion. 

| We planners are going to have to do something 






to keep Ernie within the planning-housing field. 


PLANNING AT UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 


4 Two new programs of studies leading to degrees 
| in city planning will be offered, beginning this 
| fall, by the School of Fine Arts of the University 
| of Pennsylvania. The undergraduate course of studies 
will be a five-year program leading to the degree 
of bachelor of city planning, while the graduate 
program will qualify successful candidates for the 
degree of master of city planning. The new curri- 
cula will be under the supervision of G. Holmes 
Perkins, Dean of the School of Fine Arts, formerly of 


the Harvard University Graduate School of Design. 


AERIAL MAPS FROM PRODUCTION 
AND MARKETING ADMINISTRATION 


; Our attention was called to the aerial mapping 
' services offered through the U.S. Department of Agri- 
: culture's Production and Marketing Administration by 
LeRoy Little of Tennessee. More investigation revealed 
that the P.M.A. does aerial photography both for its 
own use in crop acre allocation and conservation and 
for cities, counties and states. Since the program wag 
initiated in 1936, approximately 70 per cent of the 
; total land area of the United States has been photo- 
graphed by the administration. 

Information on the extent to which your area has 
been covered will be available shortly, when the Ad- 
ninistration releases a set of maps showing its total 
photographic coverage by states. 

Communities employing the services of the Pro- 
duction and Marketing Administration pay reasonable 
rates for the service. Contact prints of 7 x 9 or 
9x9 when ordered in small quantities are available 

for $.80, and when county coverage is ordered, the 

cost is $.40. In addition to comtact prints, the Ad- 

ministration does enlarging and constructs photo-in- 
| dexes for similarly low charges. 

Even where commmities have engaged private ae- 
rial photography firms to take the pictures, they 
have found it economical to obtain flight specifica- 
tions from the Production and Marketing Administra- 
tion and to send the negatives to the P & MA for 
development and enlargement. Pennsylvania, which 





made this kind of arrangement, was pleased by the 
fact that the stete was thus relieved of the expense 
of purchasing costly equipment and of maintaining a 
laboratory for this specialized work. 














NEW ASPO PUBLICATION 
SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY ON URBAN REDEVELOPMENT. 


April 1951. 3lpp.mimeo. $2.00 ($1.50 to ASPO 
members). Includes references on origins, 
characteristics and costs of blighted areas; 
major considerations and problems and major 
proposals and programs in urban redevelopment; 
techniques and methods; specific commmity sur- 
veys and redevelopment plans; and background 
references on the structure and growth of cities 
and regions. Available from American Society 
of Planning Officials, 1313 E. 60th Street, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. 








NEW PUBLICATIONS 


The Pennsylvania State Planning Board has in- 
augurated a publication entitled, "Pennsylvania 
Plans" which will be distributed on a monthly 
basis. 


The Commmnity Planning Association of Canada 
has issued the first number of a new bi-lingual 
quarterly, Commmity Planning Review. The first 
issue contains a story on Ajax, a new town in 
Ontario. 











FACTORS INFLUENGING THE LOCATION OF 
NEW MANUFACTURING FIRMS IN MARYLAND 


r 
| 
| 
| 
| 





LOCATION FACTORS NO.OF FIRMS % OF FIRMS 


LABOR 8s? 46.3% 
MARKET 46 39.0% 
AVAILABLE FACTORY BUILDINGS 36 30.5% 
LOCATION OF PRODUCTION MATERIALS 36 30.5% 
PERSONAL REASONS 31 26.3% 
TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES 29 24.6% 
DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES 21 17.8% 
LIVING CONDITIONS i? 14.4% 
POWER ie 13.6% 
WEAR RELATED INDUSTRIES is 12.7% 
WATER 138 11.0% 
CHEAP LAND 7 9.3% 
INDUSTRIAL FUEL 6 5.1% 
NEAR PARENT COMPANY 8 5.1% 
BANKING FACILITIES 6 5.1% 
LAWS AND REGULATIONS 5 42% 
FINANCIAL AID 8 4.2% 
CHEAP RENT 4 3.4% 

| TAX STRUCTURE 4 3.4% 
CLIMATE 8 25% 
TOTAL SUNSER OF REPLYING FimmS+ tie 

| wews LETTER APRIL 196: 

a SOURCE MARYLAND STATE PLANNING COMMISSION MARYLAND STATE PLANNING COMMISSION 
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PERSONALS 


Dan Cherrier has been appointed principal plan- 
ner for the Kern County Planning Commission, Bakers- 
field, California. 


Paul F. Croley, assistant executive director 
of the Philadelphia City Planning Commission, was 
appointed a member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment 
by Mayor Samuel. 


Patrick J. Cusick, plaming director of Medford, 
Massachusetts, has been appointed planning engineer 
for the upper part of Montgomery County, Maryland. 





David W. Godat has been appointed a member of 
the City Planning and Zoning Commission of New Or- 
leans, replacing the late General Allison Owen. 


Blair Lee, 3d, former vice chairman of the 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commis- 
sion, has been named executive assistant to the di- 
rector of the Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission. 





John Nolen, Jr., heretofore director of plan- 
ning for the National Capital Park and Planning Com- 
mission, has been named director of the Commission. 


Leslie S. O'Gwynn, formerly of the Balti- 
more Redevelopment Commission, has joined the staff 
of the City Planning Commission in Cleveland, Ohio. 





Robert S. Russell, community planner for the 
Planning and Zoning Commission of Louisville and 
Jefferson County, has been appointed planning direc- 
tor for the city of Steubenville, Ohio. He assumes 
his new position on May 20th. 





Wolfgang G. Roeseler has been promoted to 
associate planner with the City Plan Commission 
of Kansas City, Missouri. 





M. H. L. Sanders, Jr., has joined the staff of 
the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency as principal 
redevelopment planner. He was formerly with the 
San Francisco City Planning Department. 





Miriam Strong, community plamer with the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority, has accepted a position 
with the Cleveland City Planning Commission, ef- 
fective May 15th. 





George Vilican, Jr., is now with the Puerto 
Rico Field Office of the Public Housing Administra- 
tion, located in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


Sinclair Powell has joined the City Manager's 
Office in Cincinnati as assistant to the urban re- 
development director. 


BIRTHS 


David Buchanan James, born January 4, 1951, to 
Alice James and Thomas James, Director, Louisville 
and Jefferson County Planning and Zoning Commission. 
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN HOUSING 
AND TOWN PLANNING AT UN 


The Secretary-General of UN presented to the 
Seventh Session of the Social Commission of ECOSOC, 
meeting in Geneva in March-April, 1951, a report on 
progress toward the goals set by the commission in 
1949 and proposed modifications in the plan of work 
for the next several years. The report shows that 
a headquarters section now serves the intended 
purposes of serving as a reference center that ab- 
stracts articles and documents on housing and plan- 
ning; that collects information from Member States, 
analyses and publishes it; and issues a quarterly 
Bulletizc. A practice has now been initiated of 
devoting each issue to a symposium on a special 
topic. During the next few years the subjects will 
be closely related to questions arising in the 
Expanded Technical Assistance Program, such as: 
community facilities and services, tropical housing, 
the neighborhood unit, urban planning and develop- 
ment, and the preparation of housing programs. One 
issue, in collaboration with UNESCO, is to deal with 
the education of planners. 

During the past year, through its Economic Con- 
mission for Europe, UN has set in motion a regional 
international documentation center for building re- 
search (Centre Scientifique et Technique du Batiment, 
33 rue Jean Goujon, Paris, M. André Mafini, Direc- 
tor); and it hopes to aid in setting up similar cen- 
ters in other regions. 

The initiation during the past year of the Ex- 
panded Technical Assistance Program of UN and its 
Specialized Agencies affords the opportunity to the 
headquarters unit of serving as more than a refer- 
ence and publications center. Already half a dozen 
countries have asked for experts in housing and tow 
planning as members of technical assistance missions. 
At the request of the governments, UN sent a mis- 
sion of experts to South and South-East Asia at the 
end of 1950, whose report stresses the need for 
regional training facilities. 

A new chief has been appointed for the section 
of housing and town planning in the Social Affairs 
Department at UN. Mr. Ernest Weismann was Director 
of the Industry and Materials Division of the Eco- 
nomic Commission for Europe during the last three 
years, and took a leading role in the initiation of 
the regional documentation work previously mentioned. 
Before that he was head of the Industrial Rehabilita- 
tion Division of UNRRA. Mr. Weismann is a Yugoslav, 
48 years old, graduate in architecture and engineer- 
ing of the University of Zagreb, who has pursued 
studies in the history of art at the Ecole du Louvre 
and in economics at the Sorbonne. He has been the 
delegate from Yugoslavia to C. I. A. M., and is well 
known on both sides of the Atlantic. 

Mr. Anne van der Goot, who served as acting 
head of the section during the last year, will now 
serve as liaison officer between the section and the 
Technical Assistance Administration of UN. Mr. 
Weismann and Mr. van der Goot foresee increasing 
calls for housing and planning experts to be sent 
on missions to underdeveloped countries and count 
on professional organizations, national and inter- 
national, to help find candidates. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 














Subdivision. City Council Does Not Have Unlimited 
Power. 


Roussey et al. v. City of Burlingame et al., 
District Court of Appeal, First District, Division 
1, California, November 8, 1950, 223 P. 2d 517. 
Plaintiffs are the owners of two lots in the city 
of Burlingame upon which there are two houses. 
Plaintiffs wished to re-subdivide these two lots 
so as to create a third lot. Application was made 
to the city council, which refused to allow the 
subdivision. Plaintiffs then sought a writ of 
mandamus, commanding the city of Burlingame to 
grant the application. In the answer filed by the 
city, it was contended that the city was "invested 
with the indefinite discretion to grant or deny the 
said petition." This apparently was the city's 
interpretation of the general grant of the police 
power. 

The court said, "That portion of the answer 
which alleges that the council acted in the exer- 
cise of an indefinite uncontrolled discretion is 
but a conclusion of law, an erroneous conclusion, 
as we have found." The case was remanded for a 
trial on the issues to determine whether or not 
the city council, in denying appellants petition 
for a subdivision of the lots, acted arbitrarily, 
and in violation of the rights of plaintiff. 


Subdivision: Land Shown Upon Subdivision Plat As 


Park Belongs To Property Owners and Public. 
atsenv. Maxey et al., Civil Court of Appeals 


of Texas, October 2, 1950, 233 S.W. 2d 309. In 
July 1945, appellant obtained title to the lands 
now comprising Tech Terrace Addition to the City of 
Lubbock. At that time, there was located on the 
property, @ natural lake covering an area of approxi- 
mately 17 acres draining a watershed of several 
hundred acres. Shortly thereafter, appellant em- 
ployed an engineer who prepared a subdivision plat 
for Tech Terrace Addition. In January 1946, appel- 
lant executed a dedication deed covering Tech Ter- 
race Addition and filed same for record in Lubbock 
County. Both the plat approved by the Lubbock city 
officials and the one made a part of the dedication 
deed, showed the surface lake area near the center 
of the Addition designated and marked thereon as 
Terraced Park Area. The dedication deed covered 
streets, avenues, boulevards, drives, and alleys, 
but did not specifically mention parks. 

The area designated and marked on the plat as 
Terraced Park Area is definitely marked by fixed 
boundaries on the ground. There it is completely 
surrounded by a concrete curb and paved boulevard 
60 feet wide. 

Appellant used miniature copies of a map made 
by his engineer in selling lots located in the Tech 
Terrace Addition which map shows parts of the park 
area set in shrubbery. Appellant testified that he 
intended originally to make a park area, but testi- 
fied also that he later decided to subdivide this 
area and sell it as lots. There is direct evidence 
by purchasers of lots to the effect that appellant 
represented the park area to be a dedicated park in 
selling the lots around it and that such representa- 
tion helped induce the sales of such lots. 








This suit was brought to restrain appellant 
from exercising certain acts of ownership over what 
was supposed to be a previously dedicated park area. 

Appellant denied dedicating Terraced Park Area 
to the use of the public. The court said, "It is 
true that the deed of dedication does not mention 
‘Park Area,' but the said deed does dedicate to the 
use of the public such ‘public ways' and ‘easements' 
as are shown on the map. Under the authorities 
hereafter cited appellee Maxey and other such pur- 
chasers of lots in Tech Terrace Addition had a le- 
gal and equitable right to rely upon the strongly 
implied representations, if they cannot be consider- 
ed actual representations, made by the dedicator to 
the effect that 'public ways' and ‘easements,' in- 
cluding the park area, dedicated to the public 
would never be put to any use inconsistent with the 
use for which they were dedicated." The court said 
that if appellant did not intend to dedicate the 
area in question as a public park, he should not 
have impressed the said area upon the map or plat 
as "Terraced Park Area," and then made it a part of 
his dedication deed. "By his own acts, he has given 
the public, and particularly the property owners to 
whom he has sold lots within the Tech Terrace Addi- 
tion, a vested right to the use of the park area, 
which rights he cannot now revoke unless the public 
and such property owners agree to a revocation.” 

Appellant charged that there was no acceptance 
of his dedication by the City of Lubbock. The court 
said that there is no necessity in such cases for 
an acceptance by the city since the rights vested 

in the purchasers of the different lots, and through 
them in the public, were irrevocable. 

Appellant contended further that he paid taxes 
on the property, but the court said that one having 
subdivided land and dedicated park property does 
not void the dedication by paying taxes thereon. 


Parking of Commercial Vehicles Opposite Fire Sta- 
tion May Be Prohibited. 

Sandona et al. ve. City of Cle 
Supreme Court of Washington, January 12, 1951, 226 
P. 2d 889. Plaintiffs sought to enjoin the defen- 
dant city of Cle Elum from interferring with commer- 
cial loading and unloading of trucks in front of 
plaintiffs' place of business. Plaintiffs operate 
"Tony's Transfer." In the same building is located 
the United States Post Office and two stores. The 
motor vehicles using the docks vary in size, some 
truck and trailer combinations being approximately 
48 feet in length. These motor vehicles back into 
position alongside the docks, usually at an angle 
of seventy-five or eighty degrees and protrude out 
into the street sometimes as much as five feet be- 
yond the center line. 

The city ordinance makes it unlawful to stop, 
stand or park a motor vehicle within 50 feet of 
the driveway entrance to any fire or police station 
or on the side of the street opposite the entrance 
to any fire station within 75 feet or said entrance, 
when properly posted. The trucks, when parked op- 
posite the fire station, protrude into the prohibi- 
ted area. The court held that the ordinance as en- 
acted was a valid exercise of the police power. 
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ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month. a 
It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a fey) 
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b4 e of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have c 
Planning Literature — ' — 
ECONOMIC RESOURCES AND POLICIES OF THE SOUTH. Cal- A RETROSPECTIVE REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF TH 
vin B. Hoover and B. U. Ratchford. Committee of MICHAEL REESE HOSPITAL PLANNING STAFF, August, 1945. 
the South Report No. 5. Available from the National July, 1950. Reginald R. Isaacs, Director of Plan. 
Planning Association, 800 2lst Street, N.W., Wash- ning, Michael Reese Hospital, Chicago. Town Plan. 
ington 6, D. C. 1951. 46kpp.tables,charts. $5.50. ning Review, Vol. XXI, No. 4. January, 1951. Pages 
(Contains information on the resources of the South 321-356,maps,illus. (This description of the Michael 
and on trends in agriculture, industry, incomes, Reese Planning Project occupies the greater part of 
population, etc. Contains some surprising facts. the current issue of the TOWN PLANNING REVIEW.) 
In spite of migration from the South, Negro popula- | 
tion is higher than in 1900. An important book for THE GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS OF PUERTO RICO. Dr. Rafael | TO 
state planning and development agencies.) Pico, Chairman, Puerto Rico Planning Board, P.0, ; 
Box 3337, Santurce, Puerto Rico. 1950. 256pp. ames 
MISSOURI, ITS RESOURCES, PEOPLE, AND INSTITUTIONS. maps, charts,tables,illus. Vol. 
Published by University of Missouri. Available at one 
the University Book Store, Jesse Hall, Columbia, EFFECTIVE ADMINISTRATION IN STATE-CITY HIGHWAY 
Missouri. 1950. 603pp.illus,charts,maps,graphs, ACTIVITY. Norman Hebden. Yale Bureau of Highway 
tables. $4.00. (An encyclopedia about Missouri, Traffic, New Haven, Connecticut. 1951. 107pp. | 
giving information on the climate, geology, soil, $2.00. (Deals with one of the most difficult and 
water, cities and towns, agriculture, manufacturing, one of the most important problems in the determina- 
the courts, government, the arts, etc.) tion of highway programs and plans through cities. do r 
Offers suggestions as to how coordination may be 880 ; 
ECONOMIC SURVEY OF CALIFORNIA AND ITS COUNTIES. achieved. ) the 
Prepared by the California State Chamber of Com- peal 
merce, Research Department, 350 Bush Street, San BRICKS AND MORTALS. Principles to Guide Large-Scale ly ¢ 
Francisco 4, California; Mr. Herbert F. Ormsby, Residential Development in New York City. Citizens' opin 
Director. 3llpp.illus.tables,graphs,charts. (A Housing and Planning Council of New York, Inc., 20 ing 
data book on the counties of California. Edition West 40th Street, New York 18, N.Y.; Ira S. Robbins, said 
limited and available only to those organizations Executive Vice-President. February, 1951. 12pp. appe 
which really require the data for analysis and refer- 25¢. ianc 
ence use. A state summary has also been prepared sat 
and is available to a larger group.) TURN CONTROLS IN URBAN TRAFFIC. The Eno Foundation see 
for Highway Traffic Control, Saugatuck, Connecticut; firs 
ECONOMIC SURVEY OF CALIFORNIA. Prepared by the Col. Robert C.F. Goetz, Chairman and President. 1951. whic 
California State Chamber of Commerce, Research De- 90pp .tables,charts,illus. ways 
partment, 350 Bush Street, San Francisco 4, Cali- to d 
fornia; Mr. Herbert F. Ormsby, Director. 6lpp. PLANNING PONTIAC'S FUTURE. City Plan Commission, Plat 
tables,graphs,charts. Pontiac, Michigan; Frank H. Marsh, Chairman. 1950. the 
Unpayed,maps,ilius. dowr 
TRANSPORTATION IN VIRGINIA. Report of the Committee opir 
on Transportation. The Advisory Council on the LONG-TERM CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM, STATE OF of e 
Virginie Economy, 301 State Finance Building, Rich- MARYLAND, 1951 Biennial Revision. Publication No. 
mond 19, Virginia; Charles F. Marsh, Robert T. Marsh, 67. Maryland State Planning Commission, 100 Equit- law) 
Jr., Co-chairmen. April 1951. 109pp.plano.tables, able Building, Baltimore 2; Maryland; I. Alvin Pasa- Just 
charts ,maps. rew, Director. January 1951. 289pp.tables. 25. | Jury 
PLACER COUNTY: ITS PRESENT AND POTENTIAL ECONOMIC PRELIMINARY MAJOR THOROFARE PLAN. City Plan Report fine 
DEVELOPMENT. A report prepared for the Placer County No. 1. Kalamazoo City Planning Commission, City | ‘°m 
Chamber of Commerce by Industrial Survey Associates, Hall, Kalamazoo, Michigan; D. C. Shilling, Chair- of 1 
605 Market Street, San Francisco, California; Stuart man. 23pp.illus,maps,charts,tables. nig 
Perry Walsh, Director. March, 1951. 77pp.mimeo. len! 
tables,charts,graphs. LA CARACAS DE AYER Y DE HOY, SU ARQUITECTURA COLONIAL | ‘nd 
Y LA REURBANIZACION DE "EL SILENCIO". Carlos Raul It 1 
A SCHOOL SURVEY AND PRELIMINARY PLAN. Oshkosh Plan- Villanueva. Published by Draeger Freres, Paris, | radi 
ning Commission, City Hall, Oshkosh, Wisconsin; Ver- France. Unpaged,illus. July, 1950. (An inter- | qi 
non Irish, Planning Director. 1951. 73pp.mimeo. esting and beautiful document describing the colonial 400, 
maps ,charts,tables. architecture of Caracas. There is a section on the vit 
redevelopment of a slum area.) prit 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR TRUCKING OPERATIONS. Traffic sult 
Engineering Department, Charlotte, North Carolina; SPERRY MEMORIAL PARK, Plan and Design of a Recrea- —_ 


H. J. Hoose, Traffic Ingineer. January 1951. 35pp. 
maps,tables,graphs. (Proposes a system of truck 
traffic routes for the city of Charlotte, North 
Carolina.) 
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tion Area for Sperry, Oklahoma. Tulsa County Plan- 
ning Commission, 1212 S. Frisco, Tulsa, Oklahoma; 
Ben H. Crowley, Chairman. February, 1951. 15pp- 
maps. 











